
Allen’s Daisy ★
Pentachaeta aurea Nutt. ssp. allenii D.J. Keil

An upright few-branched slender annual 5-36 cm tall, with 
short hairs. Leaves narrow, 1-5 cm long, 2-3 mm wide, linear, 
often hairy. Flowerheads 1-2.5 cm across. Phyllaries greenish to 
reddish with a darker central line, their edges transparent, tipped 
with a slender spine. Disks 30-90 per head, yellow. Rays 14-52, 
the tube yellow, the strap 3-12 mm long, narrow, tipped with 
3 very tiny teeth. The strap is bright yellow at the base; near our 
coast they are white at the tips, in our foothills nearly the entire strap 
is white. Each brown fruit is topped with 5 (to 8) easily seen 
broad-based pappus bristles. In flower Mar-June.

This is a local form of Golden daisy ★ (Pentachaeta aurea 
Nutt. ssp. aurea), which has totally golden yellow rays. It 
is found in the counties of Los Angeles, San Bernardino, 
Riverside, San Diego, and Baja California, Mexico. Allen’s 
daisy is found only in Orange County.

A plant of heavy clay soils on coastal bluffs, open mesas, 
and dry hillsides at fairly low elevations, most common after 
fire, now mostly eliminated by urbanization. It was first 
discovered by Leroy Abrams in 1901 near the train station 
in historic El Toro (southwest of El Toro Road at Muirlands 
Boulevard in present-day Lake Forest). Others were known 
from the southern Chino Hills overlooking Santa Ana 
River channel (last reported in 1935, probably extirpated by 
development). A population from Sierra (= Coal) Canyon 
in 1920 has not been relocated. Those on the Dana Point 
Headlands appear to have been eradicated by development 
in 2005-2006. It is still known from the San Joaquin Hills, 
such as in Shady Canyon, Camarillo Canyon, Sycamore Hills, 
and Laguna Coast Wilderness Park. Also found in Fremont 
Canyon, lower Borrego Canyon behind former Marine Corps 
Air Station El Toro, Glenn Ranch in Canada de Los Alisos, 
Santiago Canyon, Limestone Canyon just west of “The 
Sinks”, and atop Pruesker Peak on Audubon Starr Ranch 
Sanctuary. CRPR 1B.1.

The epithet was given in 1840 by T. Nuttall for its golden 
yellow rays (Latin, aureus = golden). Our form was named in 
2007 by D.J. Keil in honor of R.L. Allen, one of his former 
students and lead author of this book.

similar. Golden daisy ★ (Pentachaeta aurea ssp. aurea): 
rays all golden yellow; fruits yellow; known from Lake Elsinore 
(last reported in 1920, probably extirpated), western summit 
of Miller Mountain (San Diego County), and Santa Rosa 
Plateau; CRPR 4.2. Common tidy-tips (Layia platyglossa): 
leaves broader, often pinnately lobed; flowerheads large; rays 
broad and clearly 3-lobed; widespread, common.

Lower left: Allen’s daisy (smaller), common tidy-tips (larger). 
Lower center and right: Dana Point Headlands population with 
gentle transition from yellow to white. Note the phyllaries: red or 
green with transparent edges and spiny tips.
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