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COASTAL GALENIA
Galenia pubescens

Known OC Sites & Status 
Updates

Distribution map & info:

• calflora.org/cgi-bin/
species_query.cgi?where-
calrecnum=8453

• not yet reviewed by Cal-IPC

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PLANT?
It  is  an Emergent Invasive in Orange County

Photo courtesy James Bailey

Coastal galena is a low growing, spreading annual or 
perennial with ovate to spathulate leaves, which are 
covered with hairs when young.  The flattened leaves are 
in contrast to the cylindrical leaves of most local iceplants.  

The flowers are white with a slight pink tinge and may 
become pale yellow with age.  The flowers produce nectar 
prolifically and are frequently visited by honeybees, but 
the nectar makes the honey taste so bad that it is inedible.  
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IF YOU SEE THIS PLANT AT 
A SITE THAT’S NOT ON 
THE LIST:
• Record the plant’s location 

as exactly as you can (GPS 
coordinates if possible), the 
date you saw it, and an 
estimate of how many there 
were.  Include the site’s 
landowner or manager, if 
known.

• Take identifying photos: the 
whole plant & its 
surroundings, closeups of 
leaves, flowers & fruits/
pods.

• If you take a sample, place 
it immediately into a sealed 
bag.

• To avoid spreading the 
plant, check your clothing 
and shoes thoroughly 
before leaving the area, and 
remove and bag all traces of 
seeds.

• Report the find immediately 
to invasives@occnps.org.

COASTAL GALENIA,  P.  2

Coastal galenia, in the iceplant family, is native to South Africa.  It was first recorded in 
California at Signal Hill in 1992.  There are only a handful of other records for the state; 
among them is one for Laguna Canyon in March 2017.

Drought tolerant, galenia can grow over and smother existing vegetation and form a thick 
dense mat.  It thrives in soil types from stony to sandy to loamy and can tolerate high salt 
and alkalinity.

It may invade coastal sage scrub, roadsides and rocky outcrop areas, as well as possibly 
coastal dunes. 


